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Britain, Our Nation

Nationalism is not flying the 
union jack on a food bank, 

or empty jingoism about how 
great our country is, it is a 

far deeper matter about the 
people determining our own 
destiny in our own interests;  

it is a progressive force. 

Front cover image of Ben Nevis courtesy of Pixabay. 
Back cover image of Mount Snowdon by Neil Mark Thomas 
courtesy of Unsplash.
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Leaving the European Union (EU) should 
make us all reconsider what we have to do 
to make a better country together without 
external interference. 

This is a time to reflect on what Britain is and 
should be and what a nation is in a world 
in which environmental extinction threatens 
so much life and which will cause more 
pandemics. The financiers and 
corporations who have exploited 
political weakness to retain power 
have done so in the absence of 
alternative democratic leadership. 
They have no allegiance to our 
country nor do they care for the 
planet, the destiny of the nation is 
only in the hands of all who work 
here.

Woody Guthrie’s wonderful song 
This Land is Our Land is a proud 
working class celebration of the 
United States. US imperialism has been one of 
the worst in the world and the country is riven 
still by echoes of the Civil War against slavery 
and the constant struggles for civil rights in the 
face of a deeply engrained racism.

Britain, Our Nation

Yet Guthrie sings happily and joyously of the 
country belonging to us, the workers. ‘This land 
is your land, this land is my land….This land 
was made for you and me.’ Nina Simone, Billie 
Holiday, Maya Angelou and a deep tradition of 
black women artists have resonated throughout 
the world alongside many other progressive 
artists with the real voice of America.

And that about sums it up. Any 
nation is its workers. If you don’t 
love your country and if you feel 
unpatriotic it makes you succumb 
to a miserable fit of self-loathing 
and inactivity. The importance of 
nation is paramount. 

When land was indeed the primary 
source of wealth in pre-industrial 
Britain, early socialists described it 
and the resources of wood, stone, 
water ways, 
coastlines, 

minerals and so 
on, as a common 
treasury for all 
to share. They 
opposed the 
possession of it in 
private hands.

Above: Nina Simone, American jazz singer and activist.

Right: Woodie Guthrie ,legendary American folk singer.

Left: The Diggers Movement, one of the first to say that all 
land should be held in common.
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Divided and conquered

A dominant neoliberal political and 
economic agenda has significantly tried to 
pollute such  deeply cherished ideas and 
those that flow from them about our nation 
and citizenship.

Globalisation, based on the freedom of capital to 
roam and speculate, replaced internationalism 
and progressive nationalism. Company logos 
became more recognisable than national flags. 
Privatisation sought to replace public ownership 
and a powerful sense of the common good. 

Foreign control over our political 
economy through the European 
Union (EU), replaced our sovereign 
Parliament. The US dominated our 
foreign policy. Active democratic 
participation for collective change 
was vilified as hopeless.

Two generations have grown up in 
this hostile environment and all too 
easily bought into the distortions 
of this new phase. Patriotism was equated with 
chauvinism, democracy was understood to be 
what unelected EU Commissioners thought was 
best for us; national planning and co-ordination in 
industry, transport, utilities, food production and 
welfare services was condemned as centralist. 
Only the market we were told would save us. 
Wealth flowed quickly upwards and was exported.

Individual liberties and identity rights replaced 
a concern for collective rights. Class, and its 

durable expression in trade unionism, was 
seen as old hat and campaigning on a million 
fragmented causes became all the rage. Each 
fragment and identity competed against others 
for pride of place or the worst injustice on the 
oppression league table. Identity politics said 
that a person of a particular type had more in 
common with someone of a similar identity in say 
Japan, than with their next door neighbour.

This all got reflected within the workers’ 
movement where there was a departure from 

care of the nation. We relied on 
others, not ourselves.    

At the height of Thatcher’s 
industrial vandalism in the 1980s 
some argued that it wasn’t a 
problem that our jobs were being 
lost here and that investment and 
factory machinery were going 
abroad. They argued this was 
good for developing countries. 

Looking after your economy first was criticised as 
protectionism. This slur ignored the fact that our 
economic decline protected only capitalists and 
competitors

Many unions fortunately were less confused 
by what was happening and fought tooth and 
nail to save every industrial job in Britain. Most 
notably the miners, whose struggle was for 
domestic energy supply to protect the political 
independence of the country. When opposing 
simultaneous factory closures here and massive 
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can exploit highly skilled and productive workers 
here, export the wealth they create then up sticks 
and move production somewhere else outside 
the country. Capitalism partly began in Britain 
by piracy on the high seas, through slavery and 
raiding Spanish and Portuguese trade routes and 
cargoes. Now it raids the coffers of our country, 
our skills and ingenuity. Look how the billionaires, 
of whom there are 54 in Britain and the 
millionaires, of whom there are about 2,500, not 
only stash their booty in the offshore tax havens, 
but themselves disappear to warmer and more 
tax efficient climes.   

The wealth created in Britain must stay here 
and new laws must be introduced to license the 
export of capital in our national interest. Look 
at the vast swathes of our production, utilities, 
land and services that are now in the hands of 
overseas based corporations which can flee 
their sites here at a moment’s notice. We do not 
want to rely on billionaires and multi-national 
corporations for investment, we should control 
the levers of the economy to invest as we think 
best and regenerate our manufacturing base 
as Unions like Unite and others and leading 
economists have proposed.  

importation of goods, hosiery and knitwear 
workers once livened up marches with their 
slogan, ‘If you’re wearing foreign knickers, get 
them off.’

Vast, gas guzzling import of goods, eye-watering 
export of capital, the hollowing out of industry and 
the break-up of nationalised and public services 
- these were the hallmarks of a capitalism that 
did not care for our country. Their disregard 
was epitomised by their tax dodging flight to tax 
havens. 

In conjunction with this was the so called ‘free 
movement of labour’ which was nothing but 
a modern form of slavery making nomads of 
workers, uprooting them from their communities 
and depleting their home countries’ potential and 
skill base.

Thatcher let the new cat out of the bag in October 
1979 when she lifted exchange controls on 
capital and all the previous restrictions, even on 
individual’s foreign holiday cash, were lifted and 
the speculators started to gamble very big style 
with our wealth on the international casinos.

Forty years later and people have got used to 
the odd idea that super rich entrepreneurs, such 
as Dyson, Branson, Ratcliffe, Green and their ilk, 

Left: Thatcher’s demolition of industry weakened the nation. 

Above: The NUM fought a heroic struggle in 1984/5 to retain the material source of national independence in energy supply.
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But deep within the awareness of the 
majority of the population was that this set 
of external impositions and divisions had 
drained our sense of belonging and shared 
agendas. Our voice had been silenced 
by those we did not elect. Too much of 
our country had become a wasteland, 
too much of the plant and value we had 
created was being shipped abroad as 
unemployment, homelessness and dire 
poverty increased at home.

The vote to leave the EU in 2016 resurrected 
the unabashed confidence that together we can 
change things and right wrongs through our 
own democracy and in the interests of all who 
live in Britain.

The spirit of 1945 has returned. We wanted 
our nation independent, vibrant and to rid itself 
of the humiliation on the world stage of the 

destitution and servitude that EU membership 
had led to.

In one of the strangest ironies of recent political 
history, it was the Tory Party, so versatile 
and united when the big issues really loom, 
that better sensed the mood of the people. 
Unfortunately many in the Labour Party wanted 
to go against this mood either to stop Jeremy 
Corbyn’s election, or to further pander at the 
Court of Brussels and big business. Standing 
up for Britain they thought was a bit ‘right wing’ 
and Corbyn was a bit too ‘left wing.’ Hope was 
soured for many.

Attempts to further divide Britain by resurgent 
petty nationalisms are illusory. Wales and 
Scotland cannot be independent inside the EU, 
nor can they survive outside of Britain as viable 
entities.

Renewed hope
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Recent inspiring acts of internationalism 
like Cuba providing medical assistance 
to many other countries in the fight 
against Covid, come from nations where 
patriotism is deeply engrained and integral 
to progressive, socialist thought. When the 
Cubans say Patria o Muerte1, you know 
they mean it. 

When Vietnam sent hundreds of thousands of 
Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) units to 
help the United States out just forty five years 
after they had evicted them following one of 
the cruellest wars in history, you knew that 
an overwhelming commitment to rebuilding 
their country had taken place. This has given 
them the strength and resources to help others 
including their previously fiercest enemy. 

Our predecessors here in the Second World War 
and after had to rebuild Britain having taken 
up the struggle and being joined by the Soviets 
and many other brave patriots in crushing the 
Nazi machine. Our family members who fought 

True internationalism

Above: Cuban doctors assisting South Africa  
and many other countries to deal with Covid.
1 Homeland or death
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and defended the country, and those who joined 
them from many countries around the world, 
were prepared to make the ultimate sacrifice 
in a war against inhuman forces attempting to 
break up socialism and other nations. 

Would the Soviet Union have been so ultimately 
victorious without that powerful sense of saving 
the Motherland and humanity? Would British 
workers have fought so hard if they didn’t care 
who ruled Britain?

The Covid pandemic has required a sense of 
national solidarity, of true internationalism, of 
planning, of appreciation of science, of social 
responsibility, of public service, of mutual 
respect. 

The nation only ticks and does what it does 
because all workers play their part. We applaud 
those on the frontline against Covid and 
recognise their humbling bravery, skill and 
dedication to others. This is socialist nationalism 
at its best. But who is not on the front line every 
day making our country work and function? 

The virologist, refuse collector, teacher, courier, 
computer engineer and carpenter all contribute 
to make the nation what it is. 

These are socialist values, they are national 
in form and international in significance. The 
stronger we are at home, the more we can 
do for others overseas. Charity does begin at 
home and makes us more able to help others 
build their own resilience. Capitalist, so-
called international development aid, creates 
dependency. What developing nations want is 
fair trade and equal treatment and no strings 
support.     

The best form of solidarity is always to take up 
the struggle where you work and be as strong 
as you can be in order to set an example for 
others.

It is the same with patriotism; when it 
strengthens the solidarity of a nation in the 
pursuit of democracy, justice and peace, it 
is an unstoppable force that inspires others 
throughout the world.

Top Right: 1381 Peasants rebellion.

Right: 1976 Engineering union members’ decisive fight for 
equal pay  at Trico works.



13

We should not look back on the history of 
Britain and reduce it only to the history 
of robber barons, slave owners, pirates, 
ruthless mill owners, sadistic imperialists 
and monarchs.

Britain is the struggle for progress, built firstly 
by the peasantry, following the bubonic plague 
pandemic of 1348, then by generations 
of artisans, workers, trade unionists and 
democratic campaigners. 

Britain is the great democratic radical tradition 
from the medieval guilds and conventicles, 
to the dissenting, non-conformist churches. 
It is the science, technology and secular 
consciousness that flowed from the first 
Industrial Revolution. It is the traditions of 
progressive liberties, non-sectarianism, free 

Our history is not theirs 
nion, release from the 

speech and respect. It is a country whose 
people loathe racism and discrimination. 

Generations of struggle led to the 1974 Health 
and Safety at Work Act. This was subsequently 
copied around the world at critical times, for 
example when the newly free South Africa 
adopted the Occupational Health and Safety Act 
of 1993. 

Dagenham and Trico strikers forced and 
enforced the first breakthroughs in equal 
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pay for women. Mary Wollstonecraft and 
subsequent generations of women have made 
an indelible global impression on the struggle 
for emancipation and women’s equality, which is 
integral to the socialist aspiration.    

Black and minority ethnic scholars and 
community activists and artists have also 
shaped Britain in so many important ways. 
There is a long and rich tradition in this regard, 
with too many names to mention from Olaudah 
Equiano, through William Cuffay to thousands in 
our own times.

Britain is only its workers. To say nationalism 
has no place in the new world order, is to say 
workers do not have a place. We built the 
first trade unions, created the first Industrial 
Revolution and our struggles in various forms 
shaped many of our greatest poets, novelists, 
playwrights, sculptors, artists, photographers 
and film makers. Early trade unionists in 
the mills refused to handle cotton picked by 
American slave labour. Our hand of friendship 
reaches out far and wide.
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Below: Wiliam Cuffay addressing a Chartist meeting,  
image courtesy of Pastpixels.
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Above: Trico women celebrate their key 
victory for equal pay. 

Top: Rosalind Franklin played a key role 
in the discovery on DNA.

Right: Dorothy Hodgkin modelling 
biomolecular structures.

Shakespeare our national bard was anti-
capitalist, anti-feudal and anti-authoritarian in 
forms appropriate at the time. World renowned 
poets such as Langland, Milton, Blake, Morris 
and others represented a deep heritage of 
emancipatory thought and activity. 

Countless great inventors and scientists have 
shared their freely given knowledge and 
discoveries for the benefit of mankind. To name 
just a few: Charles Darwin and Arthur Russell 
Wallace and natural selection; Dorothy Hodgkin 
and 3D biomolecular structures; Ada Lovelace 
and Alan Turing who invented computer 
programming and the computer; Alexander 
Fleming and penicillin; Rosalind Franklin who 
along with Watson Crick and Wilkins discovered 
the DNA double helix. And closer to our day, 
Timothy Berners-Lee creator of the world wide 
web.
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Fake solidarity

In the false name of internationalism, some 
wouldn’t have a word said against the EU 
for years while workers throughout the 
continent suffered the most horrendous 
deprivations. These were studiously ignored 
by British socialists. Greece was largely left 
to hang out to dry by our Movement as the 
banks wiped out the remaining semblance 
of democracy in the birth place of one 
important modern form of it.

In the name of internationalism some say we 
can’t do much until workers throughout the 
world have simultaneously risen to throw off their 
chains. This has always been a daft idea, it is 

Athenian democracy in action.

even more so these days. When socialists give up 
on their country, fascism and racism thrive.

We say, don’t expect others to carry the burden 
of change if you can’t help yourself. We should 
expect to make a truly independent Britain with 
an internationalist outlook. We seek peace in the 
world and a self-reliant, green, modern economy. 
This will need a new integrated food production 
and distribution policy that properly utilises land 
and fishing waters under our national ownership 
and control. All this must be serviced by a 
completely nationalised finance sector investing 
our wealth, in our future.
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Our history

Britain has its distinct history. There 
was an early overthrow (1649) of feudal 
landed supremacy that had ruled since 
the Norman Conquest and an even earlier 
ejection of the ideological control of the 
Roman Catholic Church.  In the process 
some of the most progressive ideas of the 
time about democracy and the leadership 
of working people were established.

Our ancestors generated large scale 
manufacture, then industry and trade unions 
developed a long heritage of workers organising 
and participatory, collective activity and the 
first great demands, themselves recalling the 
pioneers in the seventeenth century, for the 
universal franchise – votes for all men and 
women over 18.  

Developing industry and the almost constant 
war-making of capitalism, required a central 
bank and a more integrated economy. The 
unification of the island – Wales, Scotland 
and England was part of this transformation. 
The ferocious conquest of Ireland was another 
feature of capitalist ascendancy. But even this 
was opposed as we commemorate each year 
at Burford, by Leveller soldiers who paid the 
ultimate sacrifice for refusing to fight there.

There were 40,000 slave owners compensated 
by the British government in 1834 after slavery 
was criminalised by the Slavery Abolition Act. 
Whilst we remember the campaigns of William 
Wilberforce, many tens of thousands more had 

campaigned against slavery until the battle 
was won in 1833, twenty years before it was 
abolished in North America.

Our history is one of workplace. Organisation 
through trade unions and organising outside 
work through a wide variety of charities, civil 
society organisations and community groups. 
This organising has been across a range of 
areas of social life in equality and diversity 
campaigning, empowerment, the environment, 
housing, health and social care. Trade unions 
seek to improve things in the workplace and 
the voluntary sector to improve things outside 
the workplace, the two sectors need to talk 
to each other more and work together, they 
are complimentary. And the community sector 
was the first and hardest to be hit in the 2010 
austerity drive.  
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Pages 18 & 19: Britain following US path to war.

Below Left: Devastation in Iraq on the basis of lies. © Kenneth Jarecke (Contact Press Images).

Below Right: Millions starved to death by British imperialism.
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Their history

Imperialism rose and neither workers 
at home nor overseas benefitted from it, 
and it was only possible because of the 
intense exploitation of labour, usually in 
the most skilled areas of work in which 
many of the strongest unions organised. 
The higher the level of skill a worker has, 
the greater the level of exploitation they 
experience, therefore the greater the 
surplus value they create. Skilled workers’ 
unions, inheritors of the most revolutionary 
traditions, understood this and set the 
pace for organisation and terms and 
conditions for others to follow.

British imperialism was savage indeed, one of 
the most brutal there has been, and a master of 
counter insurgency and dirty tricks which it sold 
to dictatorships throughout the world. British 
special forces loved training barbaric troops 
wherever they could.

National liberation struggles defeated the British 
Empire and capitalism returned home to lick 
its wounds. But it knew it could not rekindle 
its former world-beating glory. It loved the idea 

of global ‘free’ trade, but by the time it had 
ruined shipbuilding, engineering, manufacturing 
generally and coal mining it didn’t have much to 
sell except financial services, or the NHS itself. 

To keep its profit margins up it went on an 
orgy of privatisation, selling off the nation’s 
assets and public enterprises and launched 
an unparalleled attack on the legislative basis 
of workers’ organisations. This was another 
round of primitive accumulation through pillage, 
robbing our capital and putting it in the hands of 
a few. The family silver was raided.

For two hundred years the Tory Party has 
dominated the political landscape and 
government. It promoted the Empire, shed 
the Empire, promoted industry, then closed it 
down, reluctantly supported the post war social 
consensus and public ownership and state 
intervention, then pulled it all apart.

Most notoriously, its support for finance capital 
led it to embrace the EU and all of the loss of 
national independence that this entailed. Then 
the Tories helped get us out of it.
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Our nationalism,  
not theirs

As with any other concept, there are two 
class-bound interpretations of nationalism. 
Many political activists in Britain confuse 
the two. One is chauvinist, an empty 
jingoism pretending that who we are and 
what we do are superior to everywhere 
else in the world. This is a view related to 
racism which was often the justification 
of imperialist invasion of other countries. 
The United States is the hyper expert in 
this brand of reactionary nationalism with 
many of its leaders literally believing the 
slogan that they are the greatest nation 
on earth.

The other, progressive socialist understanding 
of the importance of the nation is the one we 
reflect and seek to develop in this contribution.

Our language, English, probably more than 
any other, reflects the number of people who 
have in the past invaded, or settled here, and 
the internationalism of our writers who sought 
out a varied vocabulary and cherry picked 
dozens of languages for choice words. It is a 
mixed  language for a people created by waves 
of migration and immigration over the years. 
Our language does not have the purity and 
specificity of many others and has embraced 
a wide variety of other tongues. It remains 
vital that other indigenous languages in Britain 
such as Gaelic and Welsh are preserved and 
promoted as official minority languages.

Globalisation and imperialism and the recent 

variant in neoliberalism, fundamentally require 
the destruction of nation states. They need the 
freedom to roam the world unimpeded and 
unregulated by governments. The EU was their 
greatest achievement. A body of 705 MPs 
who cannot even initiate legislation, presides 
artificially over the affairs of 448 million people 
in the name of the multi-national corporations. 
The unelected EU Commissioners write treaties 
and directives that the member states have to 
dutifully adopt. These are all written in the name 
of the freedom of capitalism.

Communities felt alienated from British MPs 
and even more so from MEPs whose names 
few actually knew. The foreign takeover of our 
fish quotas, rail networks, utilities, key services 
and so on represented the slowest motion 
coup d’etat in history. Countries in the EU are 
restricted in their public spending and must 
tender for contracts across the Union. You can’t 
do what you want if you are a vassal state.

As time passed Britain produced less 
manufactured goods for its own population than 
ever in its industrial history and managed a 
perpetual trade deficit, particularly with the EU, 
which would have been unthinkable just a few 
years before.

Add to this the pervasive effect of the ‘special 
relationship’ with the United States and we had 
relinquished national powers to the extent that 
the EU ran our political and economic policies 
and the US and NATO our foreign policy.



Even the English word language comes 
from Latin and French.

21
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2016 and all that

The bubble burst in 2016 with the Brexit 
vote, and the voice of patriotic workers 
shouted out. Nincompoops of the liberal left 
condemned this as the noise of xenophobes 
and mindless cretins in their typical hatred 
of the ‘mob.’ The vote had to be dismissed 
as idiocy by the cosmopolitan elites in 
order to try vainly to hang on to their sense 
of superiority. How could they be wrong? 
Surely the right to sell off Britain and rule 
over it was theirs alone?

A peculiar cultural feature in Britain, especially 
amongst those who don the mantle of being left 
wing is to praise unambiguously the struggles 
for national liberation in every country in the 
world except our own. Venezuela, Cuba, Bolivia, 
Palestine, anywhere you care to mention 
where there are threatened and actual wars of 

aggression, external interference and sanctions, 
get the wholehearted support of many of Britain’s 
brilliant international solidarity campaigns.

Yet there is an embarrassment about asserting 
nationalism from a socialist perspective amongst, 
strangely enough, socialists. To believe in 
our country is to be condemned by some for 
being many things far worse than just anti 
internationalist.

Great acts of meaningful international solidarity 
whether the Cuban doctors or soldiers fighting 
decisive battles to support national liberation in 
Angola and defeat the apartheid regime in South 
Africa, or the former Soviet Union supporting so 
many, have depended on the national state power 
being exercised by workers. 

2016 celebrations for a new Britain.



Perhaps Britain’s legacy as an aggressor 
and invader of even our nearest island 
neighbour, Ireland, has blinkered some 
to our responsibility to free Britain of the 
forces which so unjustly divided Ireland’s 
beautiful isle.

It was the great Irish patriot, born in Scotland, 
James Connolly, who so eloquently and truthfully 
expressed the linkage between socialism and 
nationalism 
in many of 
his works, but 
particularly What 
is a Free Nation. 
This is worth 
reading.  In it 
Connolly says:

‘A free nation 
is one which 
possesses 
absolute control over all its own internal 
resources and powers, and which has no 
restriction upon its intercourse with all other 
nations similarly circumstanced except the 
restrictions placed upon it by nature...

‘A free nation must have complete control over 
its own harbours, to open them or close them 
at will, or shut out any commodity, or allow it to 
enter in, just as it seemed best to suit the well-
being of its own people, and in obedience to 
their wishes, and entirely free of the interference 
of any other nation, and in complete disregard 
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A free nation

of the wishes of any other nation. Short of that 
power no nation possesses the first essentials 
of freedom...

‘A free nation must have full power to nurse 
industries to health, either by government 
encouragement or by government prohibition 
of the sale of goods of foreign rivals. It may 
be foolish to do either, but a nation is not free 
unless it has that power, as all free nations in 

the world have 
today...

‘A free nation 
must have 
full power to 
alter, amend, 
or abolish or 
modify the laws 
under which the 
property of its 
citizens is held 

in obedience to the demand of its own citizens 
for any such alteration, amendment, abolition, or 
modification.’ 

Do these principles not apply to every country 
in the world today, including Britain, especially 
if the globalising, neoliberal agenda is to be 
challenged effectively?

Modern skills and a green industrial revolution are what 
is needed.

23
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One nation,  
stable, integrated

Catastrophic reactionary forces are unleashed 
if a nation is thought to be a racial community. 
Like many countries in Europe, Britain was 
formed from Roman, French, Scandinavian, 
Germanic, and other groups migrating here. We 
have evolved and been shaped by our history of 
invasions very long ago and migrations in more 
recent history. 

We have had a relatively stable history; 
generation after generation have steadily 
passed things on and developed a shared 
language through over a thousand years of 
living together and sharing with each 
other on this one common territory.

We created an integrated 
economy and particularly an 
integrated working class which 
through collective bargaining on pay 
and conditions of work sought equal 
treatment from Cardiff to Colchester, 
and Caithness. Shared conditions over 
time inevitably created culturally distinctive, 
and to an extent, psychological characteristics.  

We haven’t always existed as one nation, this 
was very much, as in most parts of the world, 
the necessary creation of rising capitalism. 
In breaking free of globalisation we need our 
nation for our new mission.

Our nation has the right to determine its own 
destiny. This is why self-determination is so 
essential to the socialist project internationally.  
We have the right to arrange our life as we see 
fit, without, of course, trampling on the rights 
of other nations as capitalist Britain has so 
brutally done in the past. We believe in a world 
of peacefully co existing nations.

If the EU invasion of the 
British political economy 
post the Empire was a 
plunder by stealth, then 
the eventual removal of its 
yoke was one of the most 
peaceful national liberation 
struggles in history. It 
was achieved through 
a referendum vote. This 
was an expression of the 
stability of the country 

and the revolutionary 
nature of British 

workers.

Wales, Scotland, England, United – Britain.
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People’s vote upheld

In an irony of ironies, it was the 
Parliament, created originally by our 
forebears in the struggle against the 
monarchy, that tried to turn on the people. 
The people could not rely on anyone 
except the Tories to break this impasse 
and the original party that supported 
Charles I in 1649 ended up in 2019 
defending Parliamentary democracy. The 
parliamentary machinations to try and 
overturn the peoples’ vote were the closest 
we have come to a fascistic coup. Leading 
Labour Party figures starred in these 
performances.

Capitalism, that is the odious individual 
capitalists themselves, respect no nation. A 
nation means a people democratically grounded 

from local community to national government 
in a mutual concern for each other and acting 
for peace and co-operation with other nations 
in a sense of equality. Without a national state, 
populations get swept away by the global 
market.

To witness Parliamentarians attempts to overrule 
the people’s will was frightening and dangerous 
indeed. The reality was that the people held 
firm and held their noses to get Brexit done 
eventually.

In a competitive capitalist market the nourishing 
of industries in Britain will hurt EU corporations; 
this is what the so-called ‘level playing field’ 
is about. German and French governments in 
particular do not want to see British industry 
resurrected.

Parliamentary coup against the people defeated, Britain is 
out of the EU. © picture-alliance/dpa/S.Koszticsak.
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Young at heart

A strong society seeks to improve 
continually the position and prospects 
for its young people. It has become a 
terrible but true cliché that young people 
today have fewer opportunities and more 
challenges than previous generations. 
Indeed, you can argue that every 
generation since the Industrial Revolution 
took steady steps to improve social and 
educational conditions for young people. 
From banning child labour to introducing 
elementary education, to introducing free 
student grants and compelling employers 
to offer meaningful skill development 
through apprenticeships, and social 
education opportunities in the youth 
service, things moved forward.

Then all this progress was abandoned. 
Sociologists of youth remarked that young 
people were growing up in a risk saturated 
society and forced into a longer, more isolated 
adolescence by the housing crisis and 
unaffordability of decent housing to take the 
step to independence.

Not long after, it was clear the enduring risks 
had created new dangers and a whole cascade 
of traumas that had changed the period of 
youth. We all know the terrible list of abuses 
from intense testing and competitiveness in 
education, to proliferating county lines of drug 
dealing, to obscene levels of child poverty, to 
the precarious labour market of zero-hours 

contracts, of highly trained students unable 
to find work in their chosen specialism, the 
neoliberal infliction of mental health problems. 
The list is painfully long. 

A new deal for young people must be at 
the heart of our social change. It does not 
require rocket science and an agonising set 
of commissions and reports. These have all 
been written. It needs implementation and a 
new dedication to enhancing the 
lives of the young here and 
now. A national educational, 
skills development and 
youth service plan for young 
people is needed.  Training 
and development for 
young people cannot be 
left to outsourced private 
companies. They 
are public, national 
responsibilities. For 
decades employers 
have used 
government training 
schemes as free 
and cheap labour 
opportunities. This 
must end.

You are only young once, 
and the scars that you suffer 
as a young person last a 
lifetime and shape your social 
attitudes. 
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Bringing back control to Britain means 
a renewed commitment to active 
participatory democracy and calling all 
of our elected representatives at every 
level, in workplace and in government to 
account. Surveys across the globe reveal 
consistently that only less than 2% of 
citizens are not proud of their nation.

It was our great revolutionary poet William Blake 
who wrote that no bird can fly too high that 
flies with its own wings. An independent Britain 
putting its people before profit and living in 
peace with the world is a realistic prospect if we 
want it to be. A self-reliant, green economy is 
within our grasp too.

United for a new Britain

This will entail some dramatic changes and 
new attitudes. Above all it will require a new 
constitution for our country and a recognition, 
deeply socialist, that we are no better than any 
other country, but will do the best for ourselves 
and support others trying to do the same. Forty 
six years of giving up on this simple solidarity 
with ourselves is now over.

We are citizens not subjects. We must be 
active citizens. Forward together in a new, 
independent Britain.
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