January 31st
Independence Day
Workers Party of Britain statement

There is nothing more poli�cally precious
than self-determina�on.
Na�onal independence is the key to
democra�c and economic progress.

In the absence of trade union or Labour Party
commitment to Britain, workers supported latecomers to
the field of an�-EU work like UKIP and the Brexit Party
and, ul�mately, had to force their arch opponents, the
Tory Party, to get the country out.

The banks and large corpora�ons have created a new
world order of interna�onal free trade agreements,
highly mobile capital flows and suprana�onal bodies like
the IMF, WTO, and EU.
To free themselves to plunder, they had to break down
na�onal democra�c parliaments and over rule the
sovereign laws and protec�ons of individual countries.
The EU, aided by both the Tories and then New Labour,
conducted a slow mo�on coup d’etat against Britain.
First, our material sources of independence in
agriculture, engineering and energy supply were pulled
apart. Then, our public services and u�li�es were
hollowed out and put under foreign ownership. As part
of the a�ack, the global reach of the City of London and
its speculators was given free reign as our own people
started to starve and rely on food banks.
Those manufacturers and service providers that
remained were forced to compete for public contracts
under the procurement rules in an unfair, rigged single
EU market.
Pe�y divisions within Britain were stoked by the EU
under the illusion that if Scotland and Wales broke away
they would be rewarded with a form of ‘independence’
that made them en�rely subservient to the EU.

Labour Movement Abandoned Sovereignty
The Trade Union Movement and the Labour Party
abandoned Britain’s sovereignty and in a complete
rejec�on of our democra�c history, they believed that
the unelected in Brussels and the European Court of
Jus�ce would save us. As a result, the vast majority of the
working class abandoned them. Today there are six
million workers in the trade unions but twenty six million
unorganised. Worse s�ll, in 1980 trade unions had
collec�ve bargaining rights for more than 80% of workers.
Today, it is less than 20%.
The majority of people do not want to be part of a
movement that has nothing to offer them and that has
no confidence that our collec�ve struggle and not the EU
is the key to all progressive change.

A�er Brexit the Tories are Redundant
The Tories have one mandate, to get us out of the EU.
A�er that is done they are redundant. They will be
propped up by the Fixed Term Parliament Act and a
Labour Party yet again trying to get its own house in
order for five years to be ready for next �me. Labour will
turn against the rise of extra Parliamentary ac�vity
needed to assert our interests as it has always done.
We cannot wait however, the fruits of na�onal
independence must benefit workers now. A new deal for
workers is needed. We are the na�on. We must prosper.
The be�er we do, the more we inspire others to do so,
that is real interna�onalism.
No one can rule over us. We want neither NATO, nor a
special rela�onship with the United States, nor vast
swathes of our economy in foreign owned hands.
Our fishing grounds, our agriculture, rebuilt
manufacturing and high tech industrial sectors and
rebooted, genuinely public, services, na�onally owned
u�li�es and transport systems must thrive in a new way.
We must se�le the democra�c deficit in the country and
create a new cons�tu�onal se�lement for the people.
Unelected, overseas control of our parliament and laws
is over, now elected, accountable domes�c control over
our whole economy must begin.

